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SUBJECT: SINGAPORE PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO BAHRAIN 

1 . SINGAPORE PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW VISITED 
BAHRAIN JUNE 5-8 AT INVITATION GOB. PRIME MINISTER 
YEW AND HIS PARTY MADE A REAL HIT HERE, PERSONALLY AND 
PROFESSIONALLY, AND BAHRAINI OFFICIALS BELIEVE THERE 
IS CHANCE FOR MUTUALLY PROFITABLE ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES. FIRST EVENING'S STATE DINNER FOR YEW 
BY AMIR WAS UNUSUALLY LIVELY AFAIR, WITH BAHRAINIS 
AND YEW AND HIS PARTY OBVIOUSLY FINDING QUICK AND EASY 
RAPPORT. SO MUCH SO THAT BAHRAIN'S PRIME MINISTER 
MADE LAST MINUTE CHANGE IN PLANS FOR HIS DINNER FOR YEW 
LATER IN VISIT: HE INCLUDED WOMEN FOR FIRST TIME IN 
HISTORY OF OFFICIAL BAHRAINI ENTERTAINING. MOREOVER, HE 
INSTRUCTED BAHRAIN TV TO SHOW EXTENSIVE FOOTAGE OF THE 
AFFAIR. WE WONDER WHAT IMPACT WAS IN SAUDI ARABIA, 

PARTS OF WHICH CAN RECEIVE BAHRAIN TV, OF SIGHT OF 
FEMALE MEMBERS OF ARAB RULING FAMILY CHATTING WITH 
MALE SINGAPOREANS AND WESTERN DIPLOMATS. MIXED EVENT 
WAS WELCOMED HERE AND CAUSED ONLY A MINIMUM OF COMMENT- 
ALL FAVORABLE. 
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2. SUBSTANTIVELY, MAJOR OUTCOME SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN 
CREATION OF JOINT COMMITTEE, TO MEET IN OCTOBER, TO EX- 
PLORE WAYS IN WHICH BAHRAIN AND SINGAPORE CAN ADVANCE 
THEIR COMMON INTERESTS. MINISTER OF COMMERCE TOLD 
AMBASSADOR JUNE 14 THAT COMMITTEE'S MANDATE, NOW BEING 
DRAFTED, WILL BE TO EXPLORE TWO AVENUES. FIRST, THEY ARE 
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TO DETERMINE WHAT SINGAPORE MIGHT OFFER BAHRAIN IN TERMS 
TECHNICAL SKILLS, PUBLIC HOUSING EXPERTISE, AND PERHAPS 
ALSO IN AREA OF MANAGING AN INTERNATIONAL MONEY 
MARKET/FINANCE CENTER. SECOND, THEY ARE TO EXPLORE WAYS 
IN WHICH BAHRAIN CAN HELP SINGAPORE LEARN ABOUT AND GAIN 
BETTER ACCESS TO GULF MARKETS, PARTICULARLY THE SAUDI AND 
KUWAITI MARKETS. MINISTER SAID THAT SINGAPORE OFFICIALS ALL 
BUT ASKED OUTRIGHT FOR BAHRAINI GOOD OFFICES IN IMPROVING 
SINGAPORE'S POSITION WITH SAUDIS AND KUWAITIS. MINISTER 
SAID ONE SPECIFIC IDEA WHICH CAME UP WAS SINGAPORE 
PROPOSAL TO FORM "TECHNICAL FLYING SQUADS” WHICH WOULD 
BE TAILORED TO NEEDS IN THIS AREA AND COULD BE QUICKLY 
DISPATCHED FOR SHORT AND MEDIUM TERM PROJECTS. 

3. COMMENT: VISITS OVER PAST YEAR OF BAHRAINI 
OFFICIALS TO SINGAPORE: HAVE IMPRESSED GOB WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES WHICH SINGAPORE'S EXPERIENCES AS 
REGIONAL CENTER MIGHT OFFER IN TERMS BAHRAIN'S OWN 
ASPIRATIONS TO ADVANCE ITS REGIONAL ROLE. BAHRAINIS 
LIKE THE BUSINESS-LIKE APPROACH OF THEIR SINGAPORE 
CONTACTS AND THEY CLEARLY FEEL THAT BAHRAIN AND 
SINGAPORE CAN WORK WELL TOGETHER TO THEIR MUTUAL AD- 
VANTAGE. AMIR REMARKED TO AMBASSADOR JUNE 14 THAT 
HIS TALKS WITH YEW WERE AMONG THE MOST OPEN AND USEFUL 
HE HAS HAD IN A LONG TIME. 
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